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4.2 Million

Disability in Australia



Types of Disabilities
Cancer, lymphomas and 

leukaemias
2%

Endocrine, nutritional and 
metabolic disorders

3%

Diseases of the 
nervous system

7%

Diseases of the eye and 
adnexa

2%

Diseases of the ear 
and mastoid process

7%

Diseases of the 
circulatory system

8%

Diseases of the 
respiratory system

5%

Diseases of the digestive 
system

2%Arthritis and related 
disorders

35%

Congenital and 
perinatal disorders

1%

Head injury and 
acquired brain 

damage
6%

Other physical conditions
5%

Psychoses and mood 
affective disorders

6%

Neurotic, stress-related and 
somatoform disorders

4%

Intellectual and 
developmental disorders

5% Other mental and 
behavioural disorders

2%

90% of all disabilities are invisible



Stereotypes

Attitude

Less 
Capable

Take less sick days, more loyal and fewer claims 
than their counterparts 

Graffam, J, Shinkfield, A Smithm K And Polizin, U, Employer Benefits And Costs Of 
Employing A Person With A Disability 2002.
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